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National Institute of Child Health and Human Development[2] The goal of the project was to amass information about approximately 500 counties in 12 states 

of the Great Plains of the United States, and then to analyze those data in order to understand the relationships between population and environment that existed 

between the years of about 1870 and 2000 The project team includes historians, sociologists, anthropologists, and demographers at the University of Michigan, 

Colorado State University, and the University of Saskatchewan, with consultants at other universities Great Plains Population and Environment Data: Agricul-

tural Data, 1870-1997 [United States][3] The agricultural data distributed here are all data about counties The data falls into four broad categories: about the 

counties, about agriculture, about demographic and social conditions, and about the environment The information about counties (name, area, identification 

code, and whether the project classified the county as part of the Great Plains in a given year) is embedded in each of the other data files, so that there will be 

three series of data (agriculture, demographic and social conditions, and environment), containing individual data files for each year for which data are 

available The United States Census of Agriculture has been conducted since 1850 on a regular schedule that was decennial until 1920, and more frequently 

thereafter (every five years from 1925 to 1950, then in 1954, 1959, 1964, 1978, and every five years since 1982) The agricultural data included in this collec-

tion consist of a single data file for each agricultural census year between 1870 and 1997 that includes selected material compiled as part of the United States 

Agricultural Census The county-level agricultural data produced by the United States government as part of the census constitute a consistent series of 

measures of changing agriculture and land use Great Plains Population and Environment Data: Social and Demographic Data, 1870-2000 [United States][4] 

The social and demographic data included in The Great Plains Population and Environment Data Series consist of a single data file for each decennial year 

between 1870 and 2000, covering 10 of the 12 Great Plains states Information on a variety of social and demographic topics was gathered to historically 

characterize populations living in counties within the United States Great Plains, in terms of: (1) urban, rural, and total population, (2) vital statistics, (3) net 

migration, (4) age and sex, (5) nativity and ancestry, (6) education and literacy, (7) religion, (8) industry, and (9) housing and other characteristics These data 

include selected material compiled as part of the United States population census The United States Census of Population and Housing has been conducted 

since 1790 on a regular schedule that is decennial The county-level social and demographic data produced by the United States government as a result consti-

tute a consistent series of measures capturing changes in the United States population's size, composition, and other characteristics A subset of the variables 

available from the short and long-form survey questionnaires of the United States Census of Population and Housing (as compiled for counties) was extracted 

from previously existing digital files Besides the decennial census of the population, county-level data were drawn from an assortment of existing digital files 

as well as sources that were manually digitized Other data include compilations of county-level information gathered from various federal agencies and private 

organizations as well as the agriculture and economic censuses Supplementing these compilations are manually digitized consumer Great Plains Population and 

Environment Data Series 327 market data, religious data, and vital statistics, including information about births, deaths, marriage, and divorce References [1] 

( icpsr umich edu icpsrweb PLAINS ) [2] ( nichd nih gov ) [3] ( icpsr umich edu icpsrweb DSDR studies 4254?q=great+ plains+ study& archive=DSDR) [4] 

( icpsr umich edu icpsrweb DSDR studies 4296?q=great+ plains& archive=DSDR) External links ( icpsr umich edu icpsrweb PLAINS ) Population and 

Environment in the U S Great Plains ( icpsr umich edu icpsrweb DSDR studies 4254?q=great+ plains+ study& archive=DSDR) DSDR page for Great Plains 

Population and Environment Data: Agricultural Data, 1870-1997 [United States] ( icpsr umich edu icpsrweb DSDR studies 4296?q=great+ plains& ar-

chive=DSDR) DSDR page for Great Plains Population and Environment Data: Social and Demographic Data, 1870-2000 [United States] ( icpsr umich edu 

icpsrweb DSDR ) Data Sharing for Demographic Research ( agcensus usda gov ) The United States Department of Agriculture - The Census of Agriculture 

( census gov prod www abs decennial ) U S Census Bureau - United States Census of Population and Housing ( icpsr umich edu icpsrweb ICPSR ) The Inter-

University Consortium for Political and Social Research ( isr umich edu home ) The Institute for Social Research (at the University of Michigan) Hajnal line 

The line in red is Hajnal's The dark blue lines show areas of high nuptiality West of the Hajnal line The Hajnal line links Saint Petersburg, Russia and Trieste, 

Italy In 1965, John Hajnal discovered it divides Europe into two areas characterized by a different levels of nuptiality West of this line, the average age of 

women at first marriage was 24 or more, men 26, spouses were relatively close in age, and 10% or more of adults never married East of the line, the mean age 

of both sexes at marriage was earlier, spousal age disparity was greater and marriage more nearly universal Subsequent research has amply confirmed Hajnal's 

continental divide, and what has come to be known as the 'Western European marriage pattern', although historical demographers have also noted that there are 

significant variations within the region The Western European pattern of late and non-universal marriage restricted fertility massively, especially when it was 

coupled with very low levels of childbirth out of wedlock Birth control took place by delaying marriage more Hajnal line 328 than suppressing fertility within 

it Women's life-phase from menarche to first birth was unusually long, averaging ten to twelve years The region's late marriage pattern has received consider-

able scholarly attention in part because it appears to be unique; it has not been found in any other part of the world prior to the Twentieth Century The origins 

of the late marriage system are a matter of conjecture prior to the 16th Century when the demographic evidence from family reconstitution studies makes the 

prevalence of the pattern clear Many historians have wondered whether this unique conjugal regime might explain, in part, why capitalism first took root in 

Northwestern Europe, contributing to the region's relatively low mortality rates, hastening the fragmentation of the peasantry and the precocious formation of a 

mobile class of landless wage-earners Others have highlighted the significance of the late marriage pattern for gender relations, for the relative strength of 

women's position within marriage, the centrality of widows in village land inheritance, and the vitality of women's community networks Building on similar 

speculative literalism and typologism some authors have constructed a mirrored Eastern European pattern of early and universal marriage and high fertility 

rates, associated with the existence of complex family structures and patriarchal cultural traits, essentialized especially in Southeast Europe Other authors, 

using standard ethnographic methods, traditional historical sources and aggregate demographic data, show the inadequacy of the traditional paradigm against 

the available empirical evidence and argue that the specific rationale for the myth of many children, high fertility rates and complex family structures in 

Southeast European context is an ideological elaboration of patriarchy, which is emphasized by practices of cultural activism rather than by supposedly 

embedded cultural patterns that culturally determine the social life of one or another people [1] See also Demographic transition References Hajnal, John 

(1965): European marriage pattern in historical perspective en D V Glass and D E C Eversley, (eds ) Population in History, Arnold, Londres Coale, Ansley J & 

Roy Treadway, (1986): The Decline of Fertility in Europe, Princeton University Press Levine, David (1977): Family Formation in an Age of Nascent Capital-

ism, Academic Press Seccombe, Wally, (1992): A Millennium of Family Change, Feudalism to Capitalism in Northwestern Europe, Verso Göran Therborn, 

(2004): Between Sex and Power, Family in the World, 1900–2000, Routledge Press (see pp 144–45) Mary S Hartman (2004): The Household and the Making 

of History, A Subversive View of the Western Past, Cambridge University Press [1] Doja, Albert (2010): "Fertility Trends, Marriage Patterns and Savant 

Typologies in Albanian Context", Journal of Family History: Studies in Family, Kinship, Gender, and Demography, 35(4): 346–367 doi:10 1177 

0363199010381045 ( dx doi org 10 1177 0363199010381045) archives-ouvertes fr halshs-00516607 Healthy Life Years Healthy Life Years The Healthy Life 

Years indicator (HLY) is a European structural indicator computed by Eurostat [1] It is one of the summary measures of population health, known as health 

expectancies[2] , composite measures of health that combine mortality and morbidity data to represent overall population health on a single indicator[3] HLY 

measures the number of remaining years that a person of a certain age is expected to live without disability It is actually a disability-free life expectancy 

History The European Union has decided to include a small set of health expectancies among its European Community Health Indicators (ECHI) to provide 

synthetic measures of disability, chronic morbidity and perceived health Therefore the Minimum European Health Module (MEHM), composed of 3 general 

questions covering these dimensions[4] , has been introduced into the Eurostat EU-Statistics on Income and Living Conditions Survey (EU-SILC)[5] to 

improve the comparability of health expectancies between countries In addition life expectancy without long term activity limitation, based on the disability 

question, was selected in 2004 to be one of the structural indicators to be examined every year, during the European Spring Council for assessing the EU 

strategic goals (Lisbon Strategy) under the name of “Healthy Life Years” (HLY)[6] Detailed information on the Health Expectancies in Europe are available 

from the European Health Expectancy Monitoring Unit[7] while last Healthy Life Years values can be found on the general public website devoted to the 

Healthy Life Years[8] Context Dramatic increases in life expectancy in the most developed countries - and therefore in the countries of the European Union - 

constitute one of the most remarkable advances of the last decades But why prolong life if this is to be accompanied by increases in severe mental and physical 

impairment? Thus a further challenge confronts the European Community: increasing life expectancy in good health In this context, the classical mortality 

indicators are no longer sufficient to monitor the health status of European populations The availability of health expectancy indicators dividing life expectancy 

into life spent in different states of health is useful to health authorities in the field of public health and health policies provided that these indicators allow 

comparisons over time and between geographic areas and between socio-economic groups in society As the post-war generation reaches retirement, the pace of 

ageing will increase dramatically in our European societies, with profound social effects HLY is an important indicator : Health of a population is inherently 

difficult to measure because it is often defined differently among individuals, populations, cultures, and even across time periods Many studies focus on 

measures such as physical impairment or disability in functional tasks or presence of a specific chronic disease Self-assessed health, being much more global 

and subjective in nature, can incorporate a variety of aspects of health including cognitive and emotional as well as physical status, and therefore provide 

insights into the needs of an ageing society Hence, self-assessed health measures as HLY may be a particularly important indicator of the potential demand for 

health services and long-term care needs The two components of the calculation of the HLY are life tables and self-perceived disability assessed by health 

surveys From 1995 to 2001, data from the Eurostat European Community Household Panel (ECHP) survey have been used for the EU-15 Member States Its 

successor, the Eurostat EU-SILC has been used from 2005 onwards for the EU-25 and then 27 Member States Healthy Life Years 330 Example The HLY 

estimates are provided for the 27 EU Member States using the EU-SILC data for 2007 (see graph above) Warning about Denmark: SILC data for Denmark are 

not strictly comparable to other countries The question on activity limitation is far from the reference variable description in English: restriction for longer time

-periods within the past six months versus for at least six months in the reference, and two possible answer categories versus three in the reference Furthermore, 

the question is only asked to respondents who  
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has a blame-the-victim framework These scholars most often cite the fluidity and non-equilibrium nature of this 

relationship, and the role of external forces in influencing environmental change, as key problems with the term 

"[9] In other words, the relationship of humans to their environment may be more complex than is the relation-

ship of other species to theirs Humans can alter the type and degree of their impact on their environment by, for 

instance, increasing the productivity of land through more intensive farming techniques, leaving a defined local 

area, or scaling back their consumption; of course, humans may also irreversibly decrease the productivity of 

the environment or increase consumption (see Overconsumption) Supporters of the concept argue that humans, 

like every species, have a finite carrying capacity Animal population size, living standards, and resource deple-

tion vary, but the concept of carrying capacity still applies The World3 model of Donella Meadows deals with 

carrying capacity at its core Carrying capacity, at its most basic level, is about organisms and food supply, 

where "X" amount of humans need "Y" amount of food to survive If the humans neither gain or lose weight in 

the long run, the calculation is fairly accurate If the quantity of food is invariably equal to the "Y" amount, 

carrying capacity has been reached Humans, with the need to enhance their reproductive success (see Richard 

Dawkins' The Selfish Gene), understand that food supply can vary and also that other factors in the environment 

can alter humans' need for food A house, for example, might mean that one does not need to eat as much to stay 

warm as one otherwise would Over time, monetary transactions have replaced barter and local production, and 

consequently modified local human carrying capacity However, purchases also impact regions thousands of 

miles away For example, carbon dioxide from an automobile travels to the upper atmosphere This led Paul R 

Ehrlich to develop the IPAT equation[10] I = P * A * T where: I is the impact on the environment resulting 

from consumption P is the population number A is the consumption per capita (affluence) T is the technology 

factor This is another way of stating the carrying capacity equation for humans which substitutes impact for 

resource depletion, adding the technology term to cover different living standards As can be seen from the 

equation, money affects carrying capacity - but it is too general a term for accurate carrying capacity calculation 

One way to estimate human demand compared to ecosystem's carrying capacity is "Ecological Footprint" ac-

counting Rather than speculating about future possibilities and limitations imposed by carrying capacity con-

straints, Ecological Footprint accounting provides empirical, non-speculative assessments of the past It com-

pares historically regeneration rates (biocapacity) against historical human demand (Ecological Footprint) in the 

same year [11] [12] One result shows that humanity's demand for 1999 exceeded the planet's biocapacity for 

1999 by over 20 percent[11] This overshoot can be maintained for some time since stocks can be liquidated (e 

g , overfishing, Carrying capacity deforestation) and sinks can be filled up (e g , carbon accumulation in the 

atmosphere) Countries can have Footprints that are higher than their biocapacity for three reasons: they can a) 

net-import, b) net-emit CO2 to other countries, and c) overshoot their own ecosystems But for the world as a 

whole only overshoot is available, since there is no trade with other planets Carrying capacity debates focusing 

on the possibility or impossibility of future technological break-throughs for substituting resources raise the 

question of whether or not it is possible to define a measure of carrying capacity or sustainability which does not 

already contain implicit assumptions about solutions to the problems of resource over-exploitation and environ-

mental degradation Possible reduction of Earth's carrying capacity in the 21st century Agricultural capability on 

Earth expanded in the last quarter of the 20th century But now there are many projections of a continuation of 

the decline in world agricultural capability (and hence carrying capacity) which began in the 1990s Most con-

spicuously, China's food production is forecast to decline by 37% by the last half of the 21st century, placing a 

strain on the entire carrying capacity of the world, as China's population could expand to about 1 5 billion 

people by the year 2050 [13] This reduction in China's agricultural capability (as in other world regions) is 

largely due to the world water crisis and especially due to mining groundwater beyond sustainable yield, which 

has been happening in China since the mid-20th century [14] In tourism The process of defining Tourism Carry-

ing Capacity (TCC) is composed of two parts It follows (in principle) the conceptual framework for TCC as 

described by Shelby and Heberlein (1986), and these parts are described as follows: Descriptive part (A): De-

scribes how the system (tourist destination) under study works, including physical, ecological, social, political 

and economic aspects of tourist development Within this context of particular importance is the identification 

of: Constraints: limiting factors that cannot be easily managed They are inflexible, in the sense that the applica-

tion of organisational, planning, and management approaches, or the development of appropriate infrastructure 

does not alter the thresholds associated with such constraints Bottlenecks: limiting factors of the system which 

managers can manipulate (number of visitors at a particular place) Impacts: elements of the system affected by 

the intensity and type of use The type of impact determines the type of capacity (ecological-physical, social, 

etc ) Emphasis should be placed on significant impacts Evaluative part (B): Describes how an area should be 

managed and the level of acceptable environmental impacts This part of the process starts with the identification 

(if it does not already exist) of the desirable condition or preferable type of development Within this context, 

goals and management objectives need to be defined, alternative fields of actions evaluated and a strategy for 

tourist development formulated On the basis of this, Tourism Carrying Capacity can be defined Within this 

context, of particular importance is the identification of: Goals and or objectives: (i e to define the type of ex-

perience or other outcomes which a recreational setting should provide) Carrying capacity 90 Differing defini-

tions First of all, the carrying capacity can be the motivation to attract tourists visit the  


